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Bach Goes Sax

At first glance, to connect the saxophone with Johann
Sebastian Bach, one of the greatest musical geniuses, may
seem bizarre and over-bold. However, as music material
his work is ideal for students, to help establish musical
feeling and aesthetics. Furthermore, for saxophonists
it opens doors to a world of music that was played and
composed when their instrument did not yet exist. In
J. S. Bach’s time, in fact, even the piano did not exist in
its present-day form. From this perspective, then, the
performance of Bach’s music either on piano or saxophone
seems to call for comparable courage.

Inmy view, this selection of 26 movements from Bach’s
French, English and German Suites (Partitas), originally
written for keyboard instruments, is ideal material for
making acquaintance with this music in the saxophone
context and grasping its specificities. One needs to have
a highly developed sense of detail, rhythm, and working
with sound, time, intonation, articulation and dynamics.
Atthe same time, itis also an excellent introduction to t
world of ornamentation and trills. The individual mo
ments have varying degrees of difficulty in technjque an

that during prac
on work wi

e the fingering into the score. Each saxo-

he performed on all types of saxophones
(soprano, § , baritone and bass), but having regard
to the differe eir sound, I have prepared three piano

accompaniments: 1, for alto and baritone saxophone; 2, for

soprano saxophone; and 3,
I'would like to thank Andi@as

the Raschéer Saxophone Quartet and a professor of classical

saxophone atghe Eantys Acgdem usicand Per

Arts in Tilb o ra

this work.
Ladislav Fanéovic (translation John Minahane)

Bach Goes Sax

Spojenie saxofdénu a Johanna Sebastiana Bacha, jedného
z najvacsich hudobnych géniov, sa moze na prvy pohlad
zdat trochu bizarné a odvazne, ale z hladiska hudobného
materialu je pre $tudentov jeho hudba priam idealnanabu-
dovanie hudobného citenia a estetiky. Saxofonistom navyse

otvara dvere do sveta hudby, ktoriga hrala a komponovalav

klaviri alebo saxofoneg

Vyber 26 casti z4§
Nemeckych suit (Pat
nastroje, je pre mna
terialom

poveitpre klavesové

zmysel pre detail, rytmus,

pciou, artikulaciou a dyna-

ivé ¢asti majurozliénu technicku a
t, z hladiska dychového hudobného
at logické dychové navyky a uvedomit
tu dychania s logikou jednotlivych fraz
te hudobného celku. Pévodné téniny jednotlivych
menené v prospech ¢o najlepsie znejuceho re-
stroja. V niektorych pripadoch som cielene volil
egister pre vyuzitie tonovnad zdkladnym rozsahom
ofonu, ¢o by malo byt sucastou technickych zruénosti
kazdého saxofonistu. V partoch je vyznacteny aj dychovy
plan pre altovy saxofon. Odporacam naucit sa skladby
naspamat, aby sa pri cviceni mohol hra¢ ¢o najviac su-
stredit na pracu so zvukom, artikulaciu a na adekvatnu
komplexnu interpretaciu. Do nét som zamerne nezapisal
hmatovu konfiguriciu, pretoze je pre kazdy typ nastroja
ina, ale, samozrejme, pri cviceni je velmi dolezité zapisat
si ju do nét. Kazdy saxofdnovy partje mozné interpretovat
na vsetkych typoch saxofénov (sopranovy, altovy, tenoro-
vy, baryténovy a basovy), no vzhladom na rozdielnost ich
znenia som pripravil tri klavirne sprievody: 1) pre altovy
a baryténovy saxofdn, 2) pre sopranovy saxofon a 3) pre
tenorovy a basovy saxofon.

Chcel by som podakovat Andreasovi van Zoelenovi, ¢le-
novi Raschér Saxophone Quartet a profesorovi klasického
saxofonu na Fontys Academy of Music and Performing

mmw V'Cg& ﬁVpre vydanie tejto publikacie.

Ladislav Fancovid

orPerfomance
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